TIGLATHPILESER III AND SHALMANESER IV.   Ill

scale by other Assyrian kings, but it had never
been adopted as a fixed and settled policy. From
this time onward we shall meet with it frequently.
Tiglathpileser III consistently followed it during
his whole reign, trying thereby to break down
national feeling, and to sever local ties in order
that the mighty empire which he founded might
be in some measure homogeneous.

When the Aramaean nomads had been overcome
and the land had received its new order of gov-
ernment, the king offered sacrifices in Sippar,
Nippur, Babylon, Borsippa, and in other less im-
portant cities, to Marduk, Bel, Nabu, and other
gods. It was a fruitful year. Never before had
the land of Babylonia been brought into such
complete subjection to Assyria. Nabonassar was
a king only in name; the real monarch lived in
Calah. So small indeed is his influence from the
Assyrian point of view that he is not even men-
tioned in Tiglathpileser's accounts of the cam-
paign; he is simply ignored as though he was
not. To such sad contempt had come a man who
was nominally king of Babylon. Yet, though thus
despised by the Assyrian overlord, Nabonassar is
still called king by the Babylonians, who held con-
trol of the national records. In them it is still
his name and not his conqueror's which stands in
the honored list of Babylon's rulers.

Having thus left affairs in a safe condition in the
south, Tiglathpileser III next turned his attention
to the troublesome lands east of Assyria. We have